AMHARIC NUMERALS 



Twenty: hayi 
Fifty: fimsa 



one: and 

two: hulat 

three: s6st 

four: arat 

five : ammiat 

six : siddist 

seven : sabat 

eight: simmint 

nine: zatagn 

ten: assir 

Thirty: salSsS 

100: mat 6 



Forty: arbfi 
1000: shl 
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
THE ETHIOPIAN CALENDAR 

In Ethiopia, an Equatorial country, the sun generally rises at 
about 6 a.m. and sets about 6 p.m., with very little variation 
throughout the year. Clocks are therefore set from 6 to 6 instead 
of midnight to noon: 9 a.m. therefore is the 3rd hour, 3 o'clock, 
while 12 noon is 6, and so on. 

The old Ethiopian Calendar is unaffected by the Julian and Gregor- 
ian reforms long in vogue in the West. What everyone else called 
1958-59 was the Ethiopian 1951, or: 

^-i #-i f** *~* #"* 

r*i m m r-» r% 

It began on 11th September 1958 with the month maskaram, 
followed by another 11 months, all these months being of 30 days 
apiece , namely : 

tiqimt ; hid§r ; t&hsds; tir; yakfittt ; maggSblt ; 

mlyazyS; ginbdt; san6; h9m!6; AND nah9s6, 

with another month of 5 days (6 days in a leap year), called 
f5agumen (in this case 6th September to 10th September 1959) to 
make up the number. The years are named alternately after Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. 

Numbers in Ethiopic script are written like this: 

1. I 2. e 3.f *. -0 5. 5 6.1 7.2 8. <£ 9.J 

10 



.T 11 . 1 6 12. fe 20. JC 25. 3C6 30. t/> 100. 9 



B31, 0$V J is a f east day* a festival; 16m, (1\W; is a fast, of 

which there used to be many - no space here to explain why 
"Christmas" is celebrated each month, or the extra feasts not used 
in other parts of Christendom. But Easter is still the time when 
Jesus Christ the Son of God was raised from the dead. All glory 
and praise to him! 

Days of the week: Ihud, Sunday; Sagnd, Monday; M§ksagn6, Tuesday; 

Rabu, R6b, Wednesday; Hfimus, Thursday; Arb, arb, Friday; QidfimS, 

Saturday . 

Read the following Ethiopian date: 

ANSWER: Saturday November/blHfir 3 day 1956 (1963) year of grace. 
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